
PRESS RELEASE: STRICTLY EMBARGOED TILL 11AM MONDAY 15 JANUARY 2018 
 

THE 2018 INDIE BOOK AWARDS | SHORTLIST ANNOUNCEMENT 
Celebrating 10 Years of the Indie Book Awards 

 

Australian independent booksellers, members of Leading Edge Books, are 
thrilled to announce their Shortlist for the Indie Book Awards 2018, for the 
best Australian books published in 2017!  
 

Now in its tenth year, the Indie Book Awards recognise and celebrate this 
country’s incredible talent and the role independent booksellers play in 
supporting and nurturing Australian writing. 
 

Who will win in each category in 2018?  
 

Who will take out the overall ‘2018 Book of the Year’ Award?!  
 

Without further ado, here is the Shortlist for the 2018 Indie Book Awards:  
 

FICTION SHORTLIST: 
Force of Nature by Jane Harper (Pan Macmillan Australia) 
The Choke by Sofie Laguna (Allen & Unwin) 
On the Java Ridge by Jock Serong (Text Publishing) 
City of Crows by Chris Womersley (Pan Macmillan Australia)  
 
NON-FICTION SHORTLIST: 
Working Class Man by Jimmy Barnes (HarperCollins Australia) 
The Museum of Words by Georgia Blain (Scribe Publications) 
Saga Land by Richard Fidler & Kári Gíslason (ABC Books, HarperCollins Australia) 
The Trauma Cleaner by Sarah Krasnostein (Text Publishing)  
 
DEBUT FICTION SHORTLIST: 
Wimmera by Mark Brandi (Hachette Australia) 
Australia Day by Melanie Cheng (Text Publishing) 
The Last Man in Europe by Dennis Glover (Black Inc.) 
See What I Have Done by Sarah Schmidt (Hachette Australia)  
 
ILLUSTRATED NON-FICTION SHORTLIST: 
Maggie's Recipe For Life by Maggie Beer with Professor Ralph Martins (Simon & Schuster 
Australia) 
Cornersmith: Salads and Pickles by Alex Elliott-Howery & Sabine Spindler (Murdoch Books) 
Native: Art & Design with Australian Plants by Kate Herd & Jela Ivankovic-Waters (Thames & 
Hudson Australia) 
Beyond the Rock by Janelle McCulloch (Bonnier Publishing Australia)  
 
CHILDREN’S SHORTLIST: 
Pig the Star by Aaron Blabey (Scholastic Australia) 
I'm Australian Too by Mem Fox & Ronojoy Ghosh (Illus) (Scholastic Australia) 
Polly and Buster: The Wayward Witch and the Feelings Monster by Sally Rippin (Hardie Grant 
Egmont) 
Nevermoor: The Trials of Morrigan Crow by Jessica Townsend (Hachette Australia)  
 
YOUNG ADULT SHORTLIST: 



Beautiful Mess by Claire Christian (Text Publishing) 
Take Three Girls by Cath Crowley, Fiona Wood & Simmone Howell (Pan Macmillan Australia) 
Untidy Towns by Kate O'Donnell (University of Queensland Press) 
Wilder Country by Mark Smith (Text Publishing) 

 
This is how it works. The twenty-four shortlisted books, the best titles of the year as nominated by 
Australian independent booksellers themselves, will be vying for the top spot as the Overall Indie ‘Book of 
the Year’ for 2018. Panels of expert judges (all indie booksellers and avid readers) will choose the winners 
in the six book categories – Fiction, Debut Fiction, Non-Fiction, Children’s books (up to 12yo), Young Adult 
(12+) and Illustrated Non-Fiction (new for 2018). Independent booksellers from around the country will 
then vote to select their favourite book of the year from the six category winners. 
 
The Category Winners and the Overall ‘Book of the Year’ Winner will be announced on Monday 26 
March, 2018 at the Leading Edge Books Annual Conference Awards Dinner to be held in Hobart, TAS.  
 
In 2018, we’re celebrating 10 years of the Indie Book Awards. Since the Awards inception in 2008, the 
Indies have a well-deserved reputation for picking the best of the best in Australian writing. Past Book of 
the Year winners have gone on to be bestsellers and win other major literary awards. Previous winners 
include: The Dry by Jane Harper; The Natural Way of Things by Charlotte Wood; The Bush by Don Watson; 
The Narrow Road to the Deep North by Richard Flanagan; The Light Between Oceans by M.L. Stedman; All 
That I Am by Anna Funder; The Happiest Refugee by Anh Do; Jasper Jones by Craig Silvey; and Breath by 
Tim Winton.  
 
The Awards recognise and celebrate the indie booksellers as the number one supporters of Australian 
authors. What makes our Indies uniquely placed to judge and recommend the best Aussie books of the 
past year to their customers and readers, is their incredible passion and knowledge, their contribution to 
the cultural diversity of the Australian reading public by recommending books beyond the big brands, and 
their love of quality writing. 
 

Statements from some of the 2018 Indie Book Awards shortlisted authors: 
 
“Independent booksellers and their passion for Australian writing are the reason so many 
readers have discovered my books, and I am truly grateful to every one of them. I have been 
lucky enough to have spent time with some of our country’s wonderful independent booksellers 
over the past year and have been moved by their tireless dedication and enthusiasm for 
Australian books and authors. Their knowledge is a gift and their stores are a joy to visit. 
Collectively they breathe a vitality into the industry that is hard to find elsewhere in the world.” 
—Jane Harper, author of Force of Nature (Pan Macmillan Australia) 

 
"There's nothing so satisfying for a writer as having an independent bookseller press your book 
into a reader's hands and beg them to read it now, or even sooner. There's something very 
genuine about that; the short arc between maker, seller and end user, all three pursuing the 
same thing - the story." 
—Jock Serong, author of On the Java Ridge (Text) 

 
“Independent bookstores are an indispensable cog of the literary industry of Australia. They have 
been passionate supporters of my work - dating back to my first novel The Low Road in 2007 - 
but, more importantly, they help countless readers connect to the writers and books they love. 
Independent bookstores provide solace and advice, they foster community and, let's face it, they 
are usually staffed by dead-set legends. I bloody love the Australian indies.” 
—Chris Womersley, author of City of Crows (Pan Macmillan Australia) 

 



“Getting these stories across to everyone was really important to me. It was personal. It was 
painful and it was ultimately liberating. I’m really grateful to all the booksellers I met right around 
Australia who helped make that possible.” 
—Jimmy Barnes, author of Working Class Man (HarperCollins Australia) 
 
“When I moved to Australia as a teenager, one of the first things I did was look for a good 
bookshop. In the end I found many. They were often quite small and jammed full, and strikingly 
personal in their layout and book selection. I loved that about them. Later, when I started 
university, I’d often skip classes to wander their aisles instead. I’ve now discovered that these 
independent bookshops give incredible support to writers. As much as anything, I think they’re 
places of welcome - wonderfully local and individual, but able to bring in the whole world, too. 
—Kári Gíslason, author of Saga Land (ABC Books, HarperCollins Australia) 

  
“Independent booksellers aren’t just retailers – they are the living, beating heart of literary 
culture. One of the thrills of being published is meeting independent booksellers from around 
Australia. Their passion, knowledge, and deep love of literature is inspiring, and matched only by 
their fervent support of Australian fiction, especially debuts. So many readers tell me how they 
purchased ‘Wimmera’ on a bookseller’s strong recommendation. Such relationships require 
intimacy, knowledge, and trust – for this, I am deeply indebted to independent booksellers, and 
utterly thrilled to be shortlisted for such an important award.” 
—Mark Brandi, author of Wimmera (Hachette Australia) 

 
“There is something special about independent booksellers that is unquantifiable. Often they are 
the people who take chances on books because they understand that reading isn't about sales: 
it's about opening the world, about making you feel alive, about making you realise, 'Yes, I feel 
this too.’” 
—Sarah Schmidt, author of See What I Have Done (Hachette Australia) 

 
"When you buy your books from local booksellers you’re not just buying a book, you’re 
promoting Australian writing. My local booksellers, The Avenue Bookstore and Coventry Books, 
are great sources of encouragement, advice about what readers want and sales.” 
—Dennis Glover, author of The Last Man in Europe (Black Inc.) 
 
‘’My greatest reward in producing this book with Ralph, has been the overwhelming response 
from the people of Australia who have embraced this concept of life-enhancing food backed up 
by science that is not a diet but a way of life… We are so grateful to all the independent 
booksellers for their part in promoting and supplying Maggie's Recipe for Life…” 
 —Maggie Beer & Prof Ralph Martins, authors of Maggie's Recipe For Life (Simon & Schuster 
Australia) 

 
“Indie bookshops? How could real readers live and read without them? My favourite is Imprints 
in Adelaide, where Jason and the team provide a sensational service. Kara, in particular, knows 
my literary tastes and detestations, and cleverly recommended many of the 42 books I read last 
year. No other bookshop in Adelaide could do the same. I'd be bereft without MY Indie. Long 
may they all remain and thrive!” 
—Mem Fox, author of I’m Australian Too (Scholastic Australia) 
 
“Once upon a time I worked in chain bookstores and indie bookstores - in the chains I had to hide 
my personality; hand-selling was not a thing, we were just counting the hours 'til home time. In 
the indies, everyone I met was doing something interesting on the side. I was encouraged to 
share the books I loved, not just the ones publishers put their marketing dollars behind. Now, as 
a writer, I find it hard to diss any bookstore, but I do believe that indies are the heart of the book 



industry. They are the good shepherds of reading, and their support is vital to Australian 
creators. Without them books stop being books and start being 'units' - a dystopia I don't ever 
want to live in.” 
—Simmone Howell, author of Take Three Girls (Pan Macmillan Australia) 
 
“I am so grateful to every passionate Indie bookseller who has recommended books to me, and 
recommended my books to others. Indie bookshops provide expert hand-selling, the delicious 
experience of browsing, and the seductive promise of the next book to fall in love with.” 
—Fiona Wood, author of Take Three Girls (Pan Macmillan Australia)  
 
“Without my Indie bookstore I might not have discovered Karen Russell or Kelly Link, Andrew A. 
Smith or Tom and Laura McNeal. And I’m certain that without Independent booksellers, readers 
would not have discovered me. Indie booksellers, with their passion and knowledge of books, 
open doors to other worlds.” 
—Cath Crowley, author of Take Three Girls (Pan Macmillan Australia) 
 
“Independent bookshops are the literary hub of so many communities. They do an amazing job 
of supporting Australian writers and books. I don't know where we'd be without them.” 
—Mark Smith, author of Wilder Country (Text) 

 
 
The Indie Book Awards would like to gratefully acknowledge the 2018 Awards Sponsors: Affirm Press, Pan 
Macmillan Australia, Allen & Unwin, Hachette Australia, Thames & Hudson Australia, Bloomsbury 
Australia, Text Publishing and Awards partners: Simon & Schuster Australia and Books+Publishing. 
 

Proudly supported by Leading Edge Books. 
 

FOR FURTHER INFO, OR TO REQUEST AN INTERVIEW, PLEASE CONTACT: 
Brendan Fredericks | BFredericksPR | +61 (0)403 265 337 | brendan@bfrederickspr.com 

 
For more info on the Indie Book Awards visit www.indiebookawards.com.au 

For information about Leading Edge Books, visit www.leadingedgebooks.com.au  or call 02 8732 9569 
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