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WINNERS OF THE INDIE BOOK AWARDS 2018 
ANNOUNCED 

Celebrating 10 Years of the Indie Book Awards 
 

Australian Independent Booksellers, members of Leading Edge Books, are thrilled to 
announce Nevermoor: The Trials of Morrigan Crow by Jessica Townsend (Hachette 
Australia) as their favourite Australian book from last year and the winner of The Indie 
Book Awards 2018 Book of the Year. This is the first time a children’s book has won the 
overall award, made even extra special given 2018 marks the tenth year of the awards. 
 
The Awards recognise and celebrate the indie booksellers as the number one supporters of Australian 
authors. What makes our Indies uniquely placed to judge and recommend the best Aussie books of the past 
year to their customers and readers, is their incredible passion and knowledge, their contribution to the 
cultural diversity of the Australian reading public by recommending books beyond the big brands, and their 
love of quality writing. 
 
The individual category winners in Fiction, Debut Fiction, Non-Fiction, Illustrated Non-Fiction, Children’s 
and Young Adult were also announced. From these five category winners, the independent booksellers 
selected the best of the best – The 2018 Indie Book of the Year.  

 
FICTION WINNER: 
The Choke by Sofie Laguna (Allen & Unwin) 
 
NON-FICTION WINNER: 
Saga Land by Richard Fidler & Kári Gíslason (ABC Books, HarperCollins Australia) 
 
DEBUT FICTION WINNER: 
Wimmera by Mark Brandi (Hachette Australia) 
 
ILLUSTRATED NON-FICTION WINNER: 
Native: Art & Design with Australian Plants by Kate Herd & Jela Ivankovic-Waters 
(Thames & Hudson Australia) 
 
CHILDREN’S WINNER: 
Nevermoor: The Trials of Morrigan Crow by Jessica Townsend (Hachette Australia)  
 
YOUNG ADULT WINNER: 
Wilder Country by Mark Smith (Text Publishing) 

 
The Indies are considered the forerunners of all major Australian book awards. Since the Awards inception 
in 2008, the Indies have a well-deserved reputation for picking the best of the best in Australian writing. 
Past Book of the Year winners have gone on to be bestsellers and win other major literary awards. Previous 
winners include: The Dry by Jane Harper; The Natural Way of Things by Charlotte Wood; The Bush by Don 
Watson; The Narrow Road to the Deep North by Richard Flanagan; The Light Between Oceans by M.L. 
Stedman; All That I Am by Anna Funder; The Happiest Refugee by Anh Do; Jasper Jones by Craig Silvey; and 
Breath by Tim Winton.  



 
Upon announcement, Jessica Townsend said:  

 
“I am shocked and delighted that Nevermoor has been named Children's Book of the Year in the 
Indie Book Awards, and utterly dumbfounded to have won Book of the Year. Even to be 
shortlisted amongst these talented authors is the most incredible honour. 

 
The support this book has received from independent booksellers all over the country has been 
truly overwhelming. I am so grateful to every person who has ever hand-sold Nevermoor, to 
every bookstore that has created a magical Nevermoor display (they are so wonderful!), and to 
every reader who has embraced Morrigan Crow. Thank you so much!” 

  
According to Galina Marinov, National Group Manager, Leading Edge Books:  
 

“We are absolutely thrilled to have Jessica Townsend and Nevermoor winning the Indie Book 
Awards 2018 Book of the Year! From the very beginning we knew that we had a very special 
book on our hands and a gift to booksellers and readers alike – a brilliant and pacey plot, 
memorable characters and a wondrous world, to keep readers of all ages engaged and eager for 
the next installment in the series. We are tremendously excited to have the first overall winner 
coming from the Children’s Category, in this 10th year of the Indie Book Awards!” 

  
 Hachette’s Publishing Director, Fiona Hazard, said: 
  

“We are completely thrilled that Nevermoor has won the Indie Book of the Year Award. Huge 
congratulations to Jess on her incredible achievement and thanks to all the Leading Edge 
booksellers for their ongoing support.” 

 
 Hachette’s Managing Director, Louise Sherwin-Stark, said: 

 
“Jessica Townsend took all of Hachette on the most Wundrous adventure. We are just thrilled by 
her Indie win and hope that many Australians will fall for Morrigan Crow as we have.” 

  
Statements from the 2018 Indie Book Awards category winners: 

 
“It has been such a joy for me getting to know booksellers all over Australia in recent months. I 
have so appreciated the conversations I have had with like-minded lovers of books - passionate 
meaningful conversations about character and struggle and story. Bookshops are places of 
wonder and thrill because of booksellers. Thank you thank you a thousand times over, dear 
booksellers, for your warmth and enthusiasm and dedication; for helping with my work, and 
bringing it to the people. We writers of books would be nowhere without you.” 
—Sophie Laguna, author of The Choke (Allen & Unwin) 

 
“When I moved to Australia as a teenager, one of the first things I did was look for a good 
bookshop. In the end I found many. They were often quite small and jammed full, and strikingly 
personal in their layout and book selection. I loved that about them. Later, when I started 
university, I’d often skip classes to wander their aisles instead. I’ve now discovered that these 
independent bookshops give incredible support to writers. As much as anything, I think they’re 
places of welcome - wonderfully local and individual, but able to bring in the whole world, too. 
—Kári Gíslason, author of Saga Land (ABC Books, HarperCollins Australia) 

  
“Independent booksellers aren’t just retailers – they are the living, beating heart of literary 
culture. One of the thrills of being published is meeting independent booksellers from around 



Australia. Their passion, knowledge, and deep love of literature is inspiring, and matched only by 
their fervent support of Australian fiction, especially debuts. So many readers tell me how they 
purchased ‘Wimmera’ on a bookseller’s strong recommendation. Such relationships require 
intimacy, knowledge, and trust – for this, I am deeply indebted to independent booksellers, and 
utterly thrilled to be shortlisted for such an important award.” 
—Mark Brandi, author of Wimmera (Hachette Australia) 

 
“Without my Indie bookstore I might not have discovered Karen Russell or Kelly Link, Andrew A. 
Smith or Tom and Laura McNeal. And I’m certain that without Independent booksellers, readers 
would not have discovered me. Indie booksellers, with their passion and knowledge of books, 
open doors to other worlds.” 
—Cath Crowley, author of Take Three Girls (Pan Macmillan Australia) 
 
“Independent bookshops are the literary hub of so many communities. They do an amazing job 
of supporting Australian writers and books. I don't know where we'd be without them.” 
—Mark Smith, author of Wilder Country (Text) 

 

 
The Indie Book Awards would like to gratefully acknowledge the 2018 Awards Sponsors: Affirm Press, Pan 
Macmillan Australia, Allen & Unwin, Hachette Australia, Thames & Hudson Australia, Bloomsbury Australia 
and Text Publishing, and Awards partners: Simon & Schuster Australia and Books+Publishing. 

 
Proudly supported by Leading Edge Books. 

 
FOR FURTHER INFO, OR TO REQUEST AN INTERVIEW, PLEASE CONTACT: 

Brendan Fredericks | BFredericksPR | +61 (0)403 265 337 | brendan@bfrederickspr.com 
 

For more info on the Indie Book Awards visit www.indiebookawards.com.au 
For information about Leading Edge Books, visit www.leadingedgebooks.com.au or call 02 8732 9569 
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