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WINNERS OF THE INDIE BOOK AWARDS 2019 
ANNOUNCED 

Celebrating the best Australian writing 
 

Australian Independent Booksellers are thrilled to announce Boy Swallows Universe by Trent Dalton 
(HarperCollins Australia) as their favourite Australian book from last year and the winner of The Indie 
Book Awards 2019 Book of the Year. The bookseller judges’ commented that: “Dalton’s characters and 
writing style are what make this book the standout. The language and phrasing used truly evoke a sense 
of place and time, and the numerous anecdotes and smaller details connect you to a cast of unique 
characters that are difficult to forget.”. 
 
The Awards recognise and celebrate the indie booksellers as the number one supporters of Australian 
authors. What makes our Indies uniquely placed to judge and recommend the best Aussie books of the 
past year to their customers and readers, is their incredible passion and knowledge, their contribution to 
the cultural diversity of the Australian reading public by recommending books beyond the big brands, and 
their love of quality writing. 
 
The individual category winners in Fiction, Debut Fiction, Non-Fiction, Illustrated Non-Fiction, Children’s 
and Young Adult were also announced. From these five category winners, the independent booksellers 
selected the best of the best – The 2019 Indie Book of the Year.  
 
 

Without further ado, here are the Category Winners of the 2019 Indie Book Awards:  
 

OVERALL WINNER: BOOK OF THE YEAR  
Boy Swallows Universe by Trent Dalton (HarperCollins Australia) 
 
FICTION WINNER: 
Bridge of Clay by Markus Zusak (Picador Australia) 
 
NON-FICTION WINNER: 
The Arsonist by Chloe Hooper (Penguin Random House Australia) 
 
DEBUT FICTION WINNER: 
Boy Swallows Universe by Trent Dalton (HarperCollins Australia) 
 
ILLUSTRATED NON-FICTION WINNER: 
Marcia Langton: Welcome to Country by Marcia Langton (Hardie Grant Travel) 

 
CHILDREN’S WINNER: 
Lenny's Book of Everything by Karen Foxlee (Allen & Unwin) 

 
YOUNG ADULT WINNER: 
A Song Only I Can Hear by Barry Jonsberg (Allen & Unwin) 

 



  
The Indies are considered the forerunners of all major Australian book awards. Since the Awards 
inception in 2008, the Indies have a well-deserved reputation for picking the best of the best in Australian 
writing. Past Book of the Year winners have gone on to be bestsellers and win other major literary awards. 
Previous winners include: Nevermoor: The Trials of Morrigan Crow by Jessica Townsend, The Dry by Jane 
Harper; The Natural Way of Things by Charlotte Wood; The Bush by Don Watson; The Narrow Road to the 
Deep North by Richard Flanagan; The Light Between Oceans by M.L. Stedman; All That I Am by Anna 
Funder; The Happiest Refugee by Anh Do; Jasper Jones by Craig Silvey; and Breath by Tim Winton 
 
  
Upon announcement, Trent Dalton said:  

“I am so unbelievably happy and so truly honoured that Boy Swallows Universe has won the Indie 
Book of the Year. This book comes from a very personal place for me, from the depths of my 
soul, and the wonderful indie booksellers put that story in the hands of Australian readers – this 
book would be nothing without those amazing booksellers. Thank you so much from the bottom 
of my full and humble heart.” 

 
HarperCollins Australia’s CEO, James Kellow, said: 
 

“We are thrilled with the recognition this award bestows. Boy Swallows Universe is a uniquely 
generous and full-hearted novel – much like the author himself - and we’re delighted it is finding 
a place in so many readers’ hearts. Our grateful thanks to all the independent booksellers who 
have shared our belief and supported the book with such enthusiasm. Hopefully this is just the 
beginning.” 

 
HarperCollins Australia’s Head of Fiction, Catherine Milne, said: 

    
“Over the last eight months or so, I’ve been privileged to talk to many people about this novel, 
and have read many, many letters, texts, tweets and emails to Trent from readers about Boy 
Swallows Universe. It is an extraordinary thing, this novel, this gritty, gorgeous, heartbreaking, 
rollicking, endearing and powerful novel – it has touched so many people across the country, so 
much so that many of them have felt compelled to reach out and tell him what this novel means 
to them.  And isn’t that the power of a great story?  It transports us, brings us together, speaks to 
us, and gives us the joy of a shared experience. Trent is a master storyteller, and his story is now 
our story.  And that’s a beautiful, humbling thing to be part of.” 

 
Statements from the 2019 Indie Book Awards category winners: 
 

“It’s independent booksellers who are fighting the good fight - keeping books and stories, and 
writers and readers connected in the world, so any moment like this is an absolute privilege, 
especially in the company of these other writers.” 
- Markus Zusak, author of Bridge of Clay (Picador Australia) 

 
“Welcome to Country has reached into the hearts of thousands of Australians in a way that I did 
not expect. I thank everyone who contributed and especially the people at Hardie Grant whose 
vision and dedication gave me the best opportunity of my life to write about matters of great 
importance and to reach a large audience, all of whom feel the way I do about our country. We 
love it. The book helps others to experience it and understand that feeling of being enriched by it 
and bound to it.” 
- Marcia Langton, author of Marcia Langton: Welcome to Country (Hardie Grant Travel) 



 
“I’m over-the-moon excited that Lenny’s Book of Everything has been chosen as children’s book 
of the year at the Indie Book Awards. It was already such an honour to be shortlisted alongside 
Shaun Tan, Jessica Townsend, Davina Bell and Allison Colpoys. It means the world to have my 
novel recognised in such a way and I’m so grateful for all the support independent booksellers 
have given to Lenny and Davey’s story.”  
- Karen Foxlee, author of Lenny’s Book of Everything (Allen & Unwin) 
 
“I don't know whether to be more thrilled at winning the 2019 Indies Award for YA fiction – or 
delighted with the amazing quality of Australian fiction for young adults shown by the brilliant 
long and short lists.” 
- Barry Jonsberg, author of A Song Only I Can Hear (Allen & Unwin)  
 

 
The Indie Book Awards would like to gratefully acknowledge the 2019 Awards Sponsors: Peribo, Pan 
Macmillan Australia, Affirm Press, Allen & Unwin, Thames & Hudson Australia, Hardie Grant Egmont, Text 
Publishing and Awards partner: Books+Publishing.  
 

Proudly supported by Leading Edge Books. 
 

FOR FURTHER INFO, OR TO REQUEST AN INTERVIEW, PLEASE CONTACT: 
Brendan Fredericks | BFredericksPR | +61 (0)403 265 337 | brendan@bfrederickspr.com 

 
For more info on the Indie Book Awards visit www.indiebookawards.com.au 

For information about Leading Edge Books, visit www.leadingedgebooks.com.au  or call 02 8732 9569 
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